
   

Copyright  and  Reuse:  Copyright  and  Moral  Rights  remain  with  the  author(s)  and/or

copyright  holders.  Copies  of  full  items  can  be  used  for  personal  research  or  study,

educational, or not-for-profit purposes without prior permission or charge, unless otherwise

indicated,  provided  that  the  authors,  title  and  full  bibliographic  details  are  credited,  a

hyperlink and/or URL is given for the original metadata page and the content is not changed

in any way. For full details of reuse please refer to City Research Online policy.

City Research Online:            http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/            publications@citystgeorges.ac.uk

Citation:  Robinson, L. & Maguire, M. (2010). The rhizome and the tree: changing 
metaphors for information organisation. Journal of Documentation, 66(4), pp. 604-
613. doi: 10.1108/00220411011052975 

This is the draft version of the paper.

This version of the publication may differ from the final published version. To cite 
this item please consult the publisher's version.

Permanent repository link: https://city-ref-test.eprints-hosting.org/id/eprint/3115/

Link to published version: https://doi.org/10.1108/00220411011052975

City Research Online
City St George’s, University of London

https://openaccess.city.ac.uk/policies.html
mailto:publications@citystgeorges.ac.uk
http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/


SPECULATIONS IN DOCUMENTATION  

The rhizome and the tree; changing metaphors for information 
organisation  

Lyn Robinson and Mike Maguire 

Centre for Information Science 

City University London 

lyn@soi.city.ac.uk  
 
 

Abstract  

Purpose  

Reviews Deleuze and Guttari's concept of the rhizome as a model for information 

organisation.  

Methodology  

Critical review of selected literature  

Findings  

The rhizome concept is a promising model for understanding hyperlinked information 

services. It may be of practical value, particularly if it can be integrated with more 

traditional forms of information organisation. More research, conceptual and practical, is 

needed before this can be achieved.  

Research limitations  

The literature review is not comprehensive, and the conclusions are open‐ended.  

Originality/value  

This is the only paper to review the rhizome concept in this way.  
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