
   

Copyright  and  Reuse:  Copyright  and  Moral  Rights  remain  with  the  author(s)  and/or

copyright  holders.  Copies  of  full  items  can  be  used  for  personal  research  or  study,

educational, or not-for-profit purposes without prior permission or charge, unless otherwise

indicated,  provided  that  the  authors,  title  and  full  bibliographic  details  are  credited,  a

hyperlink and/or URL is given for the original metadata page and the content is not changed

in any way. For full details of reuse please refer to City Research Online policy.

City Research Online:            http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/            publications@citystgeorges.ac.uk

Citation:  Macfarlane, A. J., Blondel, B., Mohangoo, A. D., Cuttini, M., Nijhuis, J., 
Novak, Z., Ólafsdóttir, H. S., Zeitlin, J. & Euro-Peristat Scientific Committee, . 
(2016). Authors' reply re: Wide differences in mode of delivery within Europe: risk-
stratified analyses of aggregated routine data from the Euro-Peristat study. BJOG: 
An International Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 123(13), 2231. doi: 
10.1111/1471-0528.14140 

This is the accepted version of the paper.

This version of the publication may differ from the final published version. To cite 
this item please consult the publisher's version.

Permanent repository link: https://city-ref-test.eprints-hosting.org/id/eprint/16014/

Link to published version: https://doi.org/10.1111/1471-0528.14140

City Research Online
City St George’s, University of London

https://openaccess.city.ac.uk/policies.html
mailto:publications@citystgeorges.ac.uk
http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/


Wide differences in mode of

delivery within Europe: risk-

stratified analyses of aggregated

routine data from the Euro-Peristat

study: concerns about caesarean

section are justified

The purpose of our paper1 was to draw

attention to the wide variations in prac-

tice and the ways in which they are

correlated.Wedid not attempt to address

the safety and consequences of caesarean

section. It is, however, increasingly clear

that caesarean section, especially repeat

caesarean section, carries serious risks for

the mother, such as uterine rupture and

abnormal invasive placentation respon-

sible for life-threatening haemorrhage,

and can also have short- and long-term

effects for babies, including altered bac-

terial gut colonisation and increased risk

of immune-mediated disorders.2,3 We

therefore think it is important that cae-

sarean section should only be performed

when it is clinically necessary to deal with

serious problems for the mother or the

baby. By drawing attention to the varia-

tions in practice, we highlighted the need

for further research and informed debate

on the subject.&
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